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Hello again everyone.   

Welcome to your EAA Chapter 83 newsletter.   

                                   

The meeting at the Edgar Co. Airport went very well.  The 

day was cool sunny and bright with relatively light winds 

but very bouncy.  Duane Skoog in his Funk reported that the 

air up to 2500ft was pretty rough, above that it was very 

smooth.  I believe Watler told us the wind was a +20 

headwind at altitude coming over from Brazil.  When 

arriving back at HUF about midafternoon the winds were 7 

w/ gust to 13 almost down rwy 23.  All in all, aside from 

being bumpy, it was a nice day to fly.  

 

Seven airplanes flew in including John Watler in his 

companies 172, me in my Thorp T18, Duane Skoog / Funk,  

Laurence Cross / BT13, Steve Laribee / Dragonfly, Wayne 

Sanders / RV6A and Jerry Badger in his Mooney.  There 

was one other attendee, Tim Morris from the Cincinnati 

area, who was in town helping his family with harvest and 

flew to Paris in his beautiful KIS TR-1. 

 

As usual there was lots of visiting and the typical problem 

solving among pilots.  I have some very good news 

regarding the no key, no airplane, no John story from last 

month.  The missing key is doing very well in a safe place, 

un beknown to anyone, so John decided to purchase a new 

ignition then had several keys made and now the airplane is 

doing well again.  He reported that Cessna wanted a small 

fortune for one that could be bought used for pocket 

change.  And the rest is history.  John’s 172 is based at 

Paris by the way.            
 

 

Some photos from KPRG 

 
I’d like to thank the Edgar Co. Airport manager Tom Tuttle 

for hosting us.  Their facility is very nice as you can see 

from the photos and both runways are nice and smooth as 

well with plenty of ramp area.  The lunch from Subway, did 

you know they did boxed platters in which the sandwiches 

are premade and you put on your veggies as you like?  They 

in fact do and the airport provided the cookies and drinks 

and it worked out great.  We hope to be back for a chapter 

event during the spring / summer months next year.  

Thank you from everyone at Chapter 83.  

 

 



ATIS: Communications: 
When visiting with 

Duane about his 

Funk, an airplane 

that is generally 

considered rare, I 

learned that the 

Funk Brothers 

weren’t exactly 

aircraft designers 

but that they had a 

desire to do so.  By 

chance they 

managed to hook 

up with a couple of German Zeppelin engineers who were in 

the US during the early 1930’s assisting the Americans with 

their dirigible.  The result is a very streamline fuselage 

design which made the Funk airplane superior in 

performance for the period.  This airplane with the C-85 

engine will cruise at around 107 mph and is a beautiful 

restoration.    

 

Sport Aviation October issue Page 100: 
In the “What Our Members Are Building Restoring” section 

is an article by our own USAF Test Pilot Brandon Abel titled 

“Learning To Use My Feet Again”.  He tells the story of his 

Aeronca Champ restoration and covers some local family 

history.  So, if you haven’t seen it be sure to look it up and 

enjoy the read.   

 

Bearhawk Construction Log: 
Ever wanted to follow the construction of an airplane?  

Here’s your chance.  Elliott Abel has forwarded his log 

page link for you to observe the construction of his and 

Melanie’s Bearhawk.  The link will take you to Elliott’s “EAA 

Builders Log” where, as of this writing, there are 13 entries.  

If you’ve never visited the EAA Builders Log page it’s pretty 

impressive.  So now here’s one you can follow.  

   

https://eaabuilderslog.org/?blproject&proj=7zJWhcxx8 

 

Chapter Service Awards: 
They have arrived and I’ll begin passing them out at our 

next meeting.  Thanks to all who serve EAA Chapter 83.  

 

Congratulations Ray Brown: 
On 25 Sept Ray received his type rating in the C-47 and on 

30 Sept flew to his first Airshow as Captain to Lousiville,KY. 

Jordan loving said “It was odd to watch from the ground”.  

 

 
 

Life at Boeing circa 1969-1972: 
Ever wonder what life was like in an aviation 
manufacturer’s setting from the factory floor? 
 
This story is from Vern Lehman an M.E. and one of our 
Quickie builders who was there during the time when the 
US govt and Boeing were heavily invested in the SST 
program and the new 747 had just been flown for the first 
time.   
 
I found it to be a super interesting bit of aviation history 
from the other side of the news that you all might find 
interesting as well.  This is his story from that very exciting 
period, to say the least, in Boeing’s history…. 
 
“From the Factory Floor”. 
 
“The 2707 (SST), I was there in 1968-1972. 
A true story for folks that have not been in the factory 
settings.   

 
My Father, Uncles, Mom, Cousins, ... just about everyone 
was at one time or another at all 4 of the aircraft factories in 
Wichita.  Same with my Grandparents in WWII.  I did the 
rare event of having a badge from each of them 
(LearJet..none of my other family members were ever at 
Lear but I was).  Later I added Spirit and Airbus.  
 
My Mom was the first female Engineering Director at the 
Boeing Everett Division.  My Father was a dog faced M.E. 
just like I am now slogging his way through the changes and 
basically knowing there will be the eventual layoff, which 
come on a regular basis!    
 
So … it's 1969 and Boeing Corporate had made several 
very large errors ... they committed to massive projects 
that were not yet accepted by the market.  The 747 had 
ZERO sales and no engines because GE had never built 
anything that large before, so, … "green" aircraft were 
parked all over Paine Field with big concrete blocks 

https://eaabuilderslog.org/?blproject&proj=7zJWhcxx8


hanging off the pylons so they would not sit back on their 
tails.   

 
The 2707 (SST) program had ALL the titanium purchased 
(think about what that cost in the late 1960's!),  
Ed note…the British never understood why the Americans 
wanted to go Mach 3.  The speed of Concorde was fixed at 
Mach 2 due to the temperature limit of Aluminum.  The cost 
of going Mach 3 they felt was entirely too expensive…ed,  
the Engineering released for the most part, Planning is in 
place more or less, and a full-scale mockup in the Everett 
factory (the factory was smaller then too by the way).  All 
the troops are lined up ready to take the USA supersonic.  
America will be first.  WE are not going to lose!!  We made it 
to the Moon and back and we damn sure are not going to 
allow the Rooskies or Europeans to beat us to the punch on 
the SST.   
 
Then Congress decides no SST allowed over the USA. 
Huh?  What??  Talk about getting a gut punch.  
 
France can, England can, hell..even the USSR can.. but 
nooo.. not the USA.  
 
LOTS of Billions are sitting idle ... and Boeing is on the 
ropes big time.  There is not enough cash inflow from single 
aisle sales (727, 737,757) to make up for the massive 
hemorrhage in Everett.   
 
The famous "would the last person in Seattle please turn off 
the lights" billboard is seen next to I-5.  You could buy 
homes everywhere for $5K.  Not small properties either.  
I’m talking the very same ones that sold for well over a 
million in 2018.  
 
Just about every employee was sent packing.  My Dad was 
one of the first.  My Mom was still there and Mel Stamper, 
(Mel was the longest serving president in Boeing history..,), 
sent her a notice that she had won the “Suggester of the 
Year Award” and would she please attend an award dinner 
with the Directors.  My Dad was also invited.  I have the 
photo of them at that award dinner.  Along with that notice 
was her paycheck... and in the envelope was a note that 
said this: "Please deposit or cash as soon as possible as 
the Boeing Company cannot guarantee payment after next 
week"   
 

Somewhere in my boxes of moving stuff is that notice.  

 
My Mom and Dad attended as requested... remember... 
1969 so suit and black-tie stuff at the corporate offices.  Mel 
presented my mom with a sterling silver charm bracelet, 
and with it he also included a personal written IOU because 
the Company couldn’t pay the award!!  It said … Lorna … 
please accept this as my personal guarantee that once the 
company can, we will honor this award.  Mel 
 
On that bracelet is all of the Boeing aircraft they made at 
the time. 727, 737, 747, 757 and TWO of those charms are 
the 2707!!  The airplane Boeing was never allowed to 
build.   
 
 I gave this charm bracelet to my wife on our first wedding 
anniversary.” Vern L. 
 
So … there you have a view of what it was like from the 
Factory Floor.  We all know of the news from that time so I 
hope you enjoyed hearing from an employee.  
 

NOTAMS: Upcoming Events:  

Chapter Christmas Party: 
We will plan to meet on Wednesday evening Dec 7th again at 

Elliot and Melanie’s hangar with VAA Chapter 41 at HUF for 

an evening of food, fun and of course Santa.  Everyone 

enjoyed the meal so well last year that we plan to use 

Piloni’s again.  More next month on reservations the cost 

and directions.  

 

 

Featured Members:  Curt and Betty DeBaun 
By Curt DeBaun III:  

“I have been asked to give some information about my 

parent’s involvement in aviation, as they were both licensed 

pilots.  At first, I began to write about my dad, Curt DeBaun, 

Jr., and his early occupation with airplanes, which I suppose 

was not uncommon in the 

1930’s, but for the sake of 

brevity, let me just mention 

that dad joined the Army 

Air Corps during WWII 

when he graduated from 

Prairie Creek High School, 

and he ended up serving in 

the China, Burma, India 

Theater as a mechanic on 

the C-46’s flying the 

“Hump”.  
                Photo taken 1937 

                                          Photo taken 1981 



Ed…I’ll always remember Curt telling us that one of the first 
things he learned in mechanics school was the difference 
between an engine and a motor.  Engines make their own 
power, he would say, while a motor requires an external 
source for its power…electricity or steam.  I’ll never forget 
Curt saying that … “At least Mr. Hulman got it right when he 
said “Gentlemen Start Your Engines”…ed 
 
 “It wasn’t until the late 1950’s that dad started flying 
lessons at Paul Cox Field in Terre Haute, the current site of 
South Vigo High School.  
 

 
                      For some this should bring back memories 

Dad’s first lessons were in Piper J3 Cubs, then in Aeronca 
7AC’s, and on to the Cessna 172.  Dad earned his Private 
Pilot Certificate on April 15, 1959 and soon after became a 
one-third owner of a Commonwealth Skyranger.  Then in 
1962 dad became a one-fifth owner of a Cessna 172.  Later 
that year he purchased a Cessna 175.  Two years later in 
1964 dad purchased a Cessna172.” 

 
“Onto my mother, Betty DeBaun, who had been a willing 
passenger with dad for several years.  Mom started taking 
flying lessons at Hulman Field in the 172 in 1965, and 
obtained her Private Pilot Certificate on June 1, 1966.  She 
became a very active member of the women’s pilot’s 
organization, the 99’s, which she stayed active in until her 
death.” 
 
“It seems to me that mom and dad started to fly just about 
everywhere, to funeral directors’ meetings, especially the 
meetings of the Flying Funeral Directors of America (FFDA), 
of which dad served as president and publisher of their 
magazine, Crosswinds.  Also, mom and dad traveled the 
country to attend 99’s meetings.” 
 
“Mom and dad flew to the Bahamas a few times, and they 
also made several trips out west and up into New England. 
We flew to Montreal for the world’s fair, Expo 67, where we 
stayed in a funeral home with friends from the FFDA.”   
Ed…I remember Curt telling of their landing at the highest 
public use airport in the US at Leadville, CO (KLXV) at 9934’ 
with a single runway of 6400’x75’.  No doubt a little pucker 
factor…ed 
 
“I have many good memories of going with mom and dad to 
the FFDA meetings, but also to the many picnics put on by 

the Wabash Valley Pilots Association and the Vigo Pilots 
Association.  These were held at both Shades State Park 
and Lincoln Trail State Park and the flower bombing and 
spot landing contest where always highlights of these 
events.” 
 
“During the mid-1960’s mom and dad also owned two 
different Cessna 206s which we used as air ambulances, 
but usually air hearses.  Dad flew to many cities to pick up 
bodies, and I well remember accompanying him on a trip to 
Franklin, Tennessee, and sitting next to a body the entire 
trip back.” 

 



 “In 1968 mom and dad purchased a Cessna 182 Skylane, 
which expanded their range for their trips, even flying to 
Alaska in 1984.  I later had the privilege of flying this 
airplane until June of 2003 when mom overshot a runway at 
the Amelia 
Earhart 
airport in 
Atchison, 
Kansas 
while 
attending a 
99’s 
meeting. 
The 182 
was totaled 
but luckily, 
mom was 
not injured. 
Later that 
year mom 
and dad purchased a Cessna 172 to replace their Skylane.” 
 

     
             Curt and Betty with their last airplane…the 172 
 
 “In 1978 dad purchased an Aeronca 7AC Champ.  Which he 
loved to fly with the door off.  He kept a compressed-air 
horn with him, and could be seen, and heard, flying over 
friends’ 
homes 
blasting 
away on 
that horn.  
Given that 
dad had the 
option of 
flying the 
182 or the 
Champ, he 
almost 
always flew 
the Champ.  
I would say 
that at 
some point 
the 182 was 
mom’s 
airplane 
and the 
Champ was 
dads.  Now, 
knowing 
what dad 
must have 
gone 
through as he aged, hand-propping the Champ and then 

having to squeeze into the seat causes me to admire him all 
the more.  And did I mention that for the last several years 
of his life, he flew with only one eye?”   
 
Ed…I can definitely relate to the one eye thing.  My first ride 
with Curt was at one of my early EAA meetings at the 
Clinton airport.  After flying around with the door off and 
watching a paper of some sort blowing out, upon landing he 
commented “Not a bad landing for a one-eyed bastard”.  
Say What!!  
  
Later at Curt’s funeral I was asked to speak on behalf of the 
EAA Chapter.  Aside from the usual niceties from Curt’s 
other life that most were not familiar with I decided to tell 
that story mimicking his scratchy voice.  It was great seeing 
the room FULL of people laughing.  That was Curt!  
 
I also learned at the funeral of Curt’s other name, Abe, I still 
don’t know where it came from but learned he was well 
known by that name from the many years he served as a 
fire fighter with the Honey Creek volunteer fire department.  
Their tribute to Curt was second to none….ed 
 
“Dad’s last flight in his Champ was on August 21, 2005 
although he continued to fly with mom, his last flight with 
her being on July 8, 2007.  Dad passed away on October 12, 
2008.  He had accumulated almost 3500 hours of flight 
time.”  Flying the Missing Man formation at the grave site 
were Wayne Sanders / Curt and Betty’s 172, John Watler  / 
Lead, Jim Fisher / LT wing, Matt Throckmorton RT wing, 
and Bill Foraker / slot w/ Matt performing the missing man.  
The alignment and timing was right on.    
 
“Mom’s last flight as pilot-in-command took place on August 
25, 2007.  She lost her medical after that, not because of 
her health, but because the certifying doctor was 
investigated by the FAA, and all his recent approvals were 
rejected.  She could have appealed, but she felt it was time 
for her to stop flying.  She told me that she had flown for 50 
years, and that had been enough.  Looking back, I’m sure 
that dad’s death in the preceding year was a major factor in 
her decision.” 
 
“After that I did take mom up for a few flights in my Aeronca 
L16A with her last flight being on August 11, 2016 when I 
flew her down to Rough River Kentucky, a place that mom 
and dad had flown to many times over the years. “ 
 
“Many photos of mom and dad and local aviation can be 
found at my Flickr site:”  
www.flickr.com/photos/curtdebaun/albums/72157714772328167 
 

I encourage you to visit Curt’s Flickr site.  It is full of photos 
from theirs and Terre Haute’s aviation past.   
Thank you, Curt, for doing that. 
 
Curt and Betty contributed greatly to EAA Chapter 83 
through the years and could always be counted on for 
whatever was needed.  For many years Curt was our 
unofficial chapter photographer supplying the chapter 
newsletter editors with many photos.  Betty has 33 Young 
Eagle flights to her credit and I can’t forget Curt wearing 
that Santa sweater with the flickering lights at our Chapter 
Christmas Parties.  Always the cut up. 

           Curt and Betty with the 182, ca 1977 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/curtdebaun/albums/72157714772328167


 

Many Thanks to Curt and Betty for the memories.  It was fun 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Late NOTAM: 
From VAA Chapter 41 President Duane Skoog.  
“Our November meeting will be Saturday, November 
12th.  Meeting will be at 11:00 am with Lunch to follow.  I’ll 
be bringing smoked ham and beans.  Feel free to bring 
something to go along with the ham & beans.  Cornbread 
would be greatly appreciated.  We’ll be electing chapter 
officers for next year as the main event for the meeting and 
finalizing the details for the December meeting / Christmas 
party.  Attached is the flyer for Santa’s visit at our party. 

Please share the flyer with your family and friends.” 

 
Our Next Meeting: 
 

We will meet next at Williams Aviation at KHUF. 
Saturday November 19th at 1000 for those in IL and 1100 for 
those in IN.  Lunch will be served. 
 
For those not sure, probably an understatement, Chad’s 
shop is the first RT after entering HUF’s main entrance.  His 
is the second building.  
 
Chad Williams will do an owner maintenance program for 
us.  So, be sure to bring all those questions.  God, forbid we 
mess with sumpin we shouldn’t.   
In order for him to plan accordingly please RSVP by 
Thursday the 17th.  
 
This should be a very worthwhile program for the likes of 
us.  So, let’s have a good turnout.   
 

See y’all on the 19th.  
Fair Sky’s 
Keith 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Today Curt III fly’s this beautiful L-16A that he took his mom in for her                                 

last plane ride to Rough River KY. 

A family of flyers from 1977.  Curt Jr, Betty, Curt III who continued the 

funeral business, and Gary who made a career in the airline 

maintenance industry.  Both now retired.  

 

Here are a couple of Curt’s many photos he would take at Chapter 83 

meetings.  They always made life a little easier for the Chapter newsletter 

editors.  



 


