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From Your
President - 
Keith Welsh

Hello everyone.

Welcome to the Chapter 83 newsletter.
Thank you to everyone who made it out to our last
meeting at the Crawford Co. Airport hosted by Sandy and
Howie of Skys the Limit FBO.  Ten airplanes flew in and
twenty two signed the attendance sheet.  After a short
business meeting which was made up of mostly OSH
stories, all of which were great, everyone enjoyed Jersey
Mikes sandwiches, cookies, chips and drinks.  A huge
Thank You goes to Sandy and Howie for hosting.  
The Crawford Co. Airport is a great facility with a large
ramp for parking aircraft.  The weather was perfect and
the turnout was great.  So thank you again.

Here are a few photos of our meeting at KRSV

NOTAMS: Up Coming Events:

Marion IN Fly-in Cruise-in
The 31st Annual Fly/In Cruise/In will be held Saturday, 
September 3rd, 2022 at the Marion, Indiana Municipal
Airport (MZZ).  The action starts early at 7:00am and runs
until 2:00pm.  This annual event features antique, classic,
homebuilt, ultralight, rotorcraft and warbird aircraft as
well as vintage cars, trucks, motorcycles, fire trucks,
autocycles, military vehicles and tractors.  An
all-you-can-eat Pancake Breakfast is served! 

All proceeds from the Fly/In Cruise/In benefits the Grant
County Rescue Mission here in Marion, Indiana

Making it's first appearance at the Fly/In Cruise/In will be
this 1942 Douglas C-53-DO Skytrooper "Beach City Baby"
flown in by Vintage Wings Inc. from Franklin, PA.  This
beautiful aircraft has recently undergone a major 6 year
restoration by an all-volunteer crew after being
discovered in Beach City, Ohio where it sat outside
neglected for over 20 years.  Come and see the amazing
work done inside and outside and learn about the
aircraft's fascinating history as well as that of the crews
that flew her during World War II.   For more information
about "Beach City Baby" and Vintage Wings Inc., please
visit www.vintagewingsinc.com
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8-10 Sept, 0900-1600  14th Annual Midwest
Light Sport Aircraft EXPO, Mt Vernon, IL
KMVN.
The Midwest LSA EXPO Inc, specifically organized the
unique event in its 14th year to sell Light Sport Aircraft,
LSA Ancillary Services, and LSA related Services.  If your
interested in LSA aircraft this is IT!!  For more info
contact Chris Collins at 618-242-7016 or visit 
www.MidwestLSAexpo.com

10 Sept, 0930-1130       P-Factor Days:     
Terre Haute Vintage Aircraft Chapter 41 will host their
pancake breakfast rain or shine at Sky King Airport 3I3.
Fly-in or Drive-in for specialty pancakes and fix-ins. 
Come look at airplanes and do some ole fashioned
hanger flying. 

10 Sept, 1159am-1159pm    Crawfordsville
Regional Airport Day.  KCFJ
A great day to bring out kids and let them fly!  Kids ages
8-17 years old can take a FREE ride in an airplane.  There
will be booths, a bounce house, face painting, etc.

10 Sept,  48th KY EAA Sport Aviation Wknd.
at the Falls of Rough River St. Park 2I3
Friday evening Taco buffet at the airport; Saturday
features lunch from the grill, spot landing contest, poker
run, group dinner at the Lodge restaurant.  Rooms
available at the lodge, tent & RV camping at the airport. 
Contact park at 270-257-2311 (mention EAA Sport
Aviation Weekend for the discount)

10 Sept, 0900  Second Saturday Food
Truck Fly-in and Cruise-in. 
Planes, Helicopters, Cars, Trucks, Motorcycles, Drag
Cars, Fly or Cruise in.  Food trucks will be serving up
street eats.  Benton Municipal Airport, IL H96

17 Sept, 1000-1500, New Castle-Henry Co.
Muni, IN Airport Fly-in.  KUWL 
Fly-in, CarShow, Food.  All food proceeds benefit
childrens organizations.

17 Sept, Commemorative Airforce Wings
over Kokomo Airshow, KOKK The annual Wings
Over Kokomo is less than a month away.  There will be
planes on display, food, and rides!  Bring your kids and a
lawn chair, you won't want to miss out!

1 Oct, 1100-1400 Olney-Noble Arpt,  KOLY
Join us for a Chili Fly-in.  The menu will include Chili, Hot
Dogs, Homemade Pie and Drinks.  All you can eat BUT...
desserts will run out fast. 

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. (WAWV/WTWO) – Chance and
Services for Youth (CASY) has plans to welcome their
inaugural Hot Air Balloon Festival.

The two-day event will take September 23rd and 24th at
the Terre Haute Regional Airport.

The festival will feature live music, vendors, and food
trucks on one of the airports runways.

Proceeds from the event will go towards CASY projects.
Chief Operating Officer for CASY Brandon Halleck said
they expect three to four thousand people each night.

For ticket information visit the link below.  Tickets will not
be available the day of the event and will go up $5 Sept.
5th and must be purchased online. 
https://casyonline.networkforgood.com/events/45122-terr
e-haute-balloon-festival

ATIS: (Communications)

OSH Airventure 2022
What a great year, record attendance, record weather
and lots of fun.  
The Chapter camp was great and many thanks to Tom
Milligan for his efforts in securing a great location...again

Several members made the pilgrimage.  Alan and Cathi
took the helicopter ride.  Dale Long again piloted. 
Melanie Able presented their 170 at the Vintage Review
and JP and Matt kept busy with the Warbirds. 

Former Terre resident SOB Foraker worked again at OPS
and was a very busy guy...not some of the week...but all
week.   Vicki and I ran into him first when he was busy
running down maintenance to get an AC unit fixed.   
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SOB did have a little time to show the wife around on his custom  
                     made one of a kind generic golf cart

     Matt Throckmorton aka Doc Throck sends this       
           report from AirVenture 2022 Warbirds:

“It was a great year in Warbirds at AirVenture!  Aircraft
numbers topped recent years and the quality of the
judged aircraft were amazing, Although I seemed to put in
over 100 hours volunteering during my 10 days, it went
very smoothly with fewer headaches than normal. 
Besides the Warbirds in Review scheduled aircraft, my
area tows and repositions just about any Warbird
anywhere on the field.  

This year of particular note were the two Messerschmitts
that hung out in Fighter Town.  The 109 restoration by
Midwest in Danville, IL was nothing short of spectacular. 
We had all the piston “Cats” by Grumman on Warbird
Alley, including two Tigercats.  The top brass from
Breitling watches was on hand for a special dawn patrol
event, and we are hopeful that we will form a relationship
with them in the future. 

My Willys stayed home this year, but I did get a golf cart
and borrowed a few Jeeps from time to time.  Yet I saw so
little of the show.  Well, that’s OK because no volunteers
of aircraft were injured I my area, and all the events took
place in a timely fashion.  And what terrific weather the
week of the show!  I’m already looking forward to next
year.”

                     August  Featured Member:
                                        John Blouch

John joined the chapter shortly after it was reactivated in
1971 and contributed greatly to its growth and strength
in his remaining years.  It’s safe to say that in those years
there wasn’t a single project in Ch 83 that did not benefit
in some way from John’s expertise - either by advice and
counsel or direct hands-on assistance. 

John Harry Blouch, EAA 75223, A/C 1657, was born in
Terre Haute on 4/17/1912 and lived his entire life in the
modest white frame house on the corner of 8th and
Seabury.  One of the lasting memories of his early
childhood was having the opportunity of watching a Terre
Haute aviation pioneer, Gus Riggs, work in his shop near
the Blouch home.  Riggs had built a copy of the Wright
Model B in 1912, an original tractor biplane in 1913, and
at least two other airplanes in the 1920's.

John had a never ending fascination for anything
mechanical and a natural aptitude for handling tools
enhanced by years of work with both machine and hand
tools.  To these were added an inquisitive mind always
asking if the machine couldn’t be improved, and the
patience to do the job as many times as was necessary to
get it right. 

Many of his teen-age days were spent watching the
airplanes at Dresser Field (later Paul Cox Field and still
later Terre Haute South Vigo High School), about a mile
from his home.  His knowledge of aviation activities and
personalities in this area in the 20's and 30's was
encyclopedic.

He started flying lessons in a Szekely powered Curtiss
Wright Jr. in 1933.  His instructor was R.G. “Zuke” Lloyd,
who later became a captain on Penn Central and Capital
Airlines.  He soloed after 7.25 hrs. of instruction; and
continued training in the C-W Jr., a Kinner powered Fleet,
a Comet Eaglerock, and a Kinner powered Waco F.  He
passed his flight test and was awarded Private Pilot
license 31182 on 10/1/1934.

His flying the next few years consisted mostly of short
duration local flights in a variety of aircraft including a
Warner powered Simplex, Kinner Waco A, Challenger
Robin, Cirrus Fairchild 22, Waco VEC, J5 Travelair,
Lycoming Stinson R, and a Jacobs powered Waco A.

He and Mabel Alvey were married in 1937.  Some of the
courtship was done by airplane.  They had 4 children,
and John‘s final illness occurred just a few months before
their golden anniversary.  In the late 30's he accumulated
time in a variety of Cub’s, Aeronca’s, and Taylorcraft’s in
addition to occasional flights in a Warner powered
Fairchild and a Waco BSO powered by a 165 hp Wright. 
He was averaging 30-40 hours of flying per year. 

Shortly after Pearl Harbor John become active in the
local CAP squadron.  His flying during the war years was
limited to CAP activities in J3 Cub, Cub Coup, Taylorcraft
and Luscomb aircraft.  In late 1945 and 1946 most of his
flying was in a PT 19.

This was followed by a 25 year period when he was
involved with raising a family and other activities that left
no time for flying.  In 1970 he bought a damaged Piper
PA16 Clipper and began to restore it.  While this work
was being done he took some refresher training in a C
150 and C 172 and flew them until the Clipper was ready
for its first flight on 4/21/73.  A photo of the Clipper
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appeared on the cover of the October 1976 issue of
Vintage Airplane, which contained an article about this
and John’s other restoration projects, including 4 Indian
motorcycles and a 1909 Reo automobile.  From 1973 to
April 1987 he flew the PA16 slightly over 500 hours.  
ED note..The Clipper N5867H was deregistered 2/28/90. 

It was during these years, particularly after he retired in
1973 that John became more involved with Ch. 83
activities.  He was a shy, retiring individual who declined
to be a chapter officer but who served diligently on the
program committee for several years.  He would present
1 or 2 programs a year, each requiring several day’s
preparation.  He and Mabel would also host at least 1
meeting per year.  In addition, John was the man to whom
everyone turned when they encountered a problem with
their project.  Sometimes the problem was solved by John
instructing the builder how to proceed; but many times
he’d say “Bring it to the shop some day soon and we’ll see
what can be done”. 

John never took the test for an A&P license, but had
several years experience as chief mechanic for the
Sumar Racing Team on the USAC Championship auto
racing circuit and at the Indy 500.  The pilots of this area
who knew him would stand in line to get an engine that
had received the “Blouch treatment”.  In the last few
years he overhauled over 30 aircraft engines, including
the 220 Continentals on the award-winning Waco UPF7's
restored by Tom Flock, Chuck Wilson and John Roehm.

John was employed by Coca Cola and converted a bottle
cap machine from cork to plastic, 100 dies in a large
circle, each with its own number so the amount of plastic
inserted could be accurately controlled.  He was the chief
mechanic for the Indy 500 Sumar Racing team which
made the field on every race attempted.  He made a hand
clutch modification for Indian motorcycles and even
rebuilt a player piano using a vacuum cleaner for air
power.  Ed note...I actually remember hearing it play. 

John Blouch died in May 1987.  The December 1987 EAA
meeting was held at the Western Rib Eye Restaurant in
Terre Haute and a plaque was presented to Mable Blouch. 
Our organization is now known as John Blouch EAA
Chapter 83 Inc.  Drina Able presented a letter nominating
John for a major achievement award in EAA and Dave
Jones read a poem as a tribute to John. 

His passing left a void in Chapter 83 that can never be
filled.  After his death the members voted unanimously to
change the chapter name to the John Blouch Memorial
Chapter of EAA.  He was a quiet, unassuming man who
was a master craftsman and a great friend, in other
words, the personification of all that is good about EAA.

John’s name has been known to us, the members of
Chapter 83, for many years.  So now you know the story
behind the name and why he will always be held in such
high regard.  

Our Next Meeting…

We will meet next at the Sulivan Co. Airport KSIV at
Sullivan, IN

Saturday September 10th at 1100 cst for you Illinois folks
or 1200 est for those in Indiana. 
The SIV FBO and the McCammon family will be our host.

Lunch will be served.  In order to properly prepare I will
need RSVP’s by Wednesday Sept 7th.  

Fire off a text to me at 812-230-2355 or email at
kw544@juno.com

I think most of us have been there a time or two and know
it to be a great facility with an excellent runway and
plenty of parking.

The McCamon Family will be hosting and preparing a 3
course hot lunch for us in memory of their dad,  long time
EAA Chapter 83 member Bob McCammon.

Bob was an active member and flew a C140, a regular
attendee and loved to fly Young Eagles to which he has
48 flights to his credit.  
   
He was a 21 year board member of the Sullivan Co.
Airport Board and during his appointed time on the board
a new terminal was constructed along with the runway
extension.  He flew as much as work and health would
allow and especially enjoyed flying and being a part of
EAA Chapter 83.  He made many Chapter meetings at
White Aviation at the Clinton Airport, Shades St. Park at
Waveland, IN., Shawnee near Bloomfield, IN., and many
others during the years we had meetings at airports.  Our
lunch is being provided by his family and McCammon
Aviation LLC.

I’m looking forward to our second airport meeting in
quite a while so lets hope the weather gods are good to
us again and EAA Chapter 83 has a great turn out. 

See ya on the 10th

Fair Sky’s
Keith
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                            The Chapter Camp Group

                          Alan’s Helicopter Ride

         Dale volunteering at the One Week Wonder build

                      Melanie’s Presentation at Vintage

                            Dinner at Wentz’s                   

             JP readies his yellow Texan for the show

Here’s a few photos from AirVenture 2022
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       Dale demonstrating covering to Elliot and Melanie        
                 

           Cathi and Granddaughter’s Helicopter Ride

  Huge crowd at the outdoor theater showing “Maverick”
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      Huge Crowd at the Outdoor theater for “Maverick”
          JP in the Yellow Texan preparing for their show
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